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Accept the Similarities and Differences in Each Other
As we grow closer, we became aware of both our similarities and our differences in several areas including culture, personality, beliefs, family of origin, and hobbies. By accepting each other’s differences we discover that they enriched our relationship.
So what are you thinking? 
Name three things that you are different from your spouse on.
                  1. _____________________2.____________________ 3._____________________
So what are you thinking? 
Name three things that you are similar with your spouse on.
                  1. _____________________2.____________________ 3._____________________
The Difference in Needs from a marriage for Men and Women:

Baseline Passages:
Romans 12:9,10
Agape Your Similarities and Your Differences.
Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. ﻿10﻿ Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 

1Corinthians 12:24
Don’t Despise but Endeavour To Cover and Conceal Your Differences
But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, ﻿25﻿ so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. ﻿26﻿ If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 

· Our differences and similarities are based on our unique design and our needs we “expect” to have fulfilled in our marriages.  This is protected and energized by the Covenant of Marriage.

· 1 Coritnthians 13:7 ﻿ “love”…It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
>Both combine to establish our identity and destiny in our marriage.


>We continue to develop uniquely but in light of us being:





Male/Husband/Father




Female/Wife/Mother
Key: Ephesians 2:10
For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

· It’s all about our plan submitting to His Plan….then the pieces make sense. 
· Men are Logical, and Linear

· Women are Relational and Global

We differ in our needs from the marriage. Key word here is NEEDS not RIGHTS.

· Main foundational principle:

Ephesians 5:33

﻿33﻿ However, each one of you also must love* his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect* her husband. (* implied in this is a covenant, “unconditional”)

Husbands 5 Needs: {Security and Significance} Respect  

“ You don’t respect me!”

__Sexual Fulfillment



__Recreational Companion


__An Attractive Spouse


__Domestic Support


__Respected by his wife
Wives 5 Needs:  {Security and Significance} Love

“ You don’t love me!”

__Affection


__Conversation


__Honesty and Openness


__Financial Support


__Family Commitment

· These needs are a place to grow in your similarities and differences. You will come to see that your “baseline” need is the same, but the expression of it looks different.
· Your working together as one body ( 1 Corinthians 12) releases the Holy Spirit to build you up in your uniqueness to embrace the uniqueness of your spouse as the vision God has for you is clearer and clearer….and it is no longer about you.

Love Dare day 7  
From: The Love Dare  by Stephen Kendrick & Alex Kendrick

Love Believes the Best   
Take a piece of paper and write out positive things about your spouse. At some point during the day, pick a positive attribute from the list and thank your spouse for having this characteristic. (see the 6 Minute Prayer Card)
What attributes did you thank your spouse for having? _____________________________________________________________________________
What was their response? ___________________________________________________________________
Over the next few weeks thank them for each characteristic on your sheet.  
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