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Strive to Understand Each Other  

Understanding each other involves taking the necessary time to clarify and discover each other’s messages, both spoken and unspoken. 
So what are you thinking? 

What was something that you discovered about your spouse the first year you were married?

What is something you discovered in the past year?

1 John 4:18
﻿18﻿ There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 

· Dedication is the key having a satisfying commitment in your marriage.

· Dedicated to the Covenant promises

· Dedicated to the “Real Time” life that you share together.

· Dedicated to the purpose, plan, and vision the Lord has for you.
· When dedication erodes, satisfaction is in jeopardy and “giving to one another” erodes.

· Sacrificial living is portioned by testing of each others dedication.

· Freedom is restricted, and creativity is put on hold.

· We hesitate to sacrifice when we do not feel safe or trust the other person.

· Without dedication and sacrifice the wall of FEAR separates us.

· The agape love we shared now is lost in our fears.

Key> Once fear is allowed a foot hold in a relationship, there is a blockage in the love that is shared.

· Perfect in the spirit> Hebrews 9:11
11﻿But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building;

· Complete, mature, “obligation”




The word perfect is a relational word:





>God is the standard





>We are new in Christ and being changed to love perfectly.

His cleansing work in us

The work of the Holy Spirit in the Covenant

Philippians 2: 1-4   We are Relationally Changed
If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, ﻿2﻿ then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. ﻿3﻿ Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. ﻿4﻿ Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
The “Understanding Goal”

Experiencing the fruit of being united with Christ


Experiencing the comfort of his love.


Experiencing  fellowship with the Holy Spirit.


Experiencing tenderness and experiencing compassion

Key> 
This is not about you alone. To experience what it “feels” like to be united with 

Christ, you need REALTIONSHIP.

We become: Free to serve: 

We are servants if we determine to be:


Like minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose and 



Considering others {our spouse} better than ourselves.


Christ-like servant heart:
Lay down your “life” as it is

John 15:12ff

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.  13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.  14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 

· Pray to see the need of your spouse 

· Pray to be equipped beyond yourself to serve them> see their needs as “their value” vs. “their weakness” > in my weakness is your strength. 2 Cor 2:10

· Let “judgment” be the “Ding” for you to wake-up and renew you mind/heart/ and soul for service! Matt 7:1ff {do not judge lest you…}
Key:

Serving causes us to receive the new life we have in Christ.  We are empowered beyond ourselves to serve our spouse, kids, family.  The service is not longer “good works” but they are an expression of the faith that is life transforming in us and through us.  Jesus came to serve> how much more Christ-like can we hope to be but when we learn to serve taught by the Holy Spirit and equipped by His word of truth.
Love Dare day 7  
From: The Love Dare  by Stephen Kendrick & Alex Kendrick

Love Seeks to Understand 

Prepare a special dinner at home {or go out breakfast}, just the two of you. Focus on getting to know your spouse better, perhaps in areas you’ve rarely talked about. Determine to make it an enjoyable time together.

What did you learn that you didn’t know before? __________________________________
