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Consciously Balance Togetherness and Uniqueness                                                                When each of us cares about our own interests while still paying to attention to the other’s desires, we develop a sense of fairness, which contributes to a healthy relationship. 

So what are you thinking?
Can you think of some part of your relationship where your interests and your spouse’s interests are combined together in a give and take positive way?
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
1 Corinthians 3:1-3    The Consequences of Worldly Interests
Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly—mere infants in Christ. ﻿2﻿ I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. ﻿3﻿ You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men? 


Jealousy
Intense interest for another’s honor or prosperity. Envy, Strife,
Prov 27:4 Anger is cruel and fury overwhelming, but who can stand before jealousy? 

Quarreling
This is an intense military term for battle. The implied intension is to kill the other person.
Romans 13:7
The Fruit of Respect
Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor

Respect
Is esteem for, or a sense of the worth of a person, a personal quality, ability, or a manifestation of a personal quality or ability. In certain ways, respect manifests itself as a kind of ethic or principle.

Biblically: It is speaking worth and value into another’s life. 


Respect has a different value depending on:



Who it comes from



When it comes



How it comes


The more valued the relationship, the more impact any avenue of respect will have on a person.


The more valued the relationship, the more destruction disrespect will have on a person.

1 Tim 6:2  The Life of Respect

Those who have believing masters are not to show less respect for them because they are brothers. Instead, they are to serve them even better, because those who benefit from their service are believers, and dear to them.

The principle> is about respect within the body of Christ. That should 




transfer easily into marriage. If anything, respect in a marriage should be 

seen as a perfect example to children, the church family, and unbelievers, of what honoring and respecting each other is all about. 



Gen 1:27>  Both male and female are created in the image of God. Paul in 
Galatians 3:28 says there is “neither male nor female”. Key is that we are all reflecting the full image of God in our creation. 
Psalm 139> We fearfully and wonderfully made…HE KNOW WHAT MAKES YOUR YOU AND YOUR SPOUSE TICK!

The Challenge:


 
>Our love for each other is often limited by our flesh.

>Honoring is far beyond our words and actions alone. They have to come from a     Christ centered heart.

>The result is> the more you honor your spouse the more you honor others in            general. The marriage/family is the proving ground for understanding respect and honor. i.e. Children’s response to the way you respect your spouse.



> This is really a spiritual discipline that you learn and are empowered to use.
Respect


R
Remember the “Wife” of your Youth



There was a reason that you married your spouse




Reflect on how that quality has been a blessing in your life/marriage


E
Esteem each other better than yourself.



Look at different aspects of your relationship to see where you spouse 




genuinely is “better” than you in some area.




Make a real effort to think of your spouse before your needs.


S
Seek to see the strength in each others weaknesses

Look at a weak area of your spouse, and realize the biblical principle that in our weaknesses is His strength.

Determine not to focus on the weakness of your spouse as their identity.


P
Pray for balance of your needs and your spouses desires



Sometimes we have to have God search us and try us. {Pslm 139}



Focus on one recurring area.


E
Evaluate the balance in your marriage



Does your marriage reflect both of you?




You may find that some areas reflect one or the other…is that OK?


C
Communicate clearly when a conflict of interests happens



Focus on the interests/desires challenge.




Listen to the reason why the interest/desire is important in this season.

T
Trust each others heart as it grows towards you.



“We are all in this together” 




Trust releases grace into each others life

Love Dare day 23
From: The Love Dare  by Stephen Kendrick & Alex Kendrick

 Love Always Protects

Remove anything that is hindering your relationship, any addiction or influence that’s stealing your affections and turning your heart away from your spouse.


List what you removed. This can be literal things, ideals, attitudes etc.
