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Love is Patient 
Patience is more than enduring. Agape patience is the avenue of change that releases the vision and the purpose for your marriage 

So what are you thinking? 
Remember a time or a season where patience was the key to understanding God’s unfolding plan or answer.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________________________________________________

*The first couple that answers gets a “Fearless Love” prize.
Re Patience and Perseverance> Change
“It’s only when we put struggle within the Christian context of character development and self-sacrifice that it becomes profitable.”  Sacred Marriage, by Gary Thomas
Ephesians 4:2
Finding the The Vision
﻿
2﻿ Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. ﻿3﻿ Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.

>The vision of Fearless Love is to “keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace”.

>This is about vision not just enduring

Patience exists when the purpose and vision is clear.

The “action” of patience is set with Godly goals and direction

We are changed as we actively wait for His plan to unfold.


>Patience exists in two areas:



Purpose (being) Understanding the greater things that God wants


Productivity (doing)   Prayerfully taking steps to see His plan unfold.
Eph 5:25ff  God’s Vision for Marriage
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her ﻿26﻿ to make her holy, cleansing ﻿a her by the washing with water through the word, ﻿27﻿ and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. ﻿28﻿ In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.

>Patience in this process takes both husband wife to cooperate. God has a plan and patiently releases it through earthen vessels. 

>This is not about enduring; it is about discovering and engaging His AWESOME plan.

KEY> Patience does not make sense unless we live with a keen sense of eternity.
Proverbs 14:29  Seeing Beyond Impatients
A patient man has great understanding, but a quick-tempered man displays folly.


>Understanding and wisdom to “see the whole picture”


> The blank canvas builds into a masterpiece in both you and your spouse


> Understanding is about:



>Healing of past ways

>Minds are renewed in Christ through His word. (Thy word have I hidden in my heart so that I may not sin against thee Ps 119:11)

>The understanding is for you so see God’s plan for your spouse. Patience causes us to focus on His plan not our “quick fix” plan.

>The famous saying; “If you would have just waited a minute…..”

1 Thes 5:16
The Action of Patience
﻿16﻿ Be joyful always; ﻿17﻿ pray continually; ﻿18﻿ give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 


>Agape patience releases a joy in the process.

>Thanksgiving is about the patience of waiting for His answer to be embraced….even when it seems like it will never come!

>Continuous prayer + thanksgiving results in“active” patience that will remove anything that is in the way of Gods Agape Love being expressed.
KEY> Agape Patience releases the “waiting” for change in the other person so you the Lord can change you.
Your plan


Your expectations


Your “control”


Your need for healing


Your vision expanded

P
Pray continuously

A
Attitude> stay flexible

T
Trust your spouse into His plan

I
Insight into the big picture (wisdom too)

E
Encourage growth and vision 

N
Never give up 

C
Christ centered actions and attitudes

E
Enjoy the process

LOVE DARE:
What will you do?

God will bring you to a place in your relationship that will “test your patience”.  Instead of reacting, wait and see what God has for you to learn. When it is over, reflect on what you learned about your spouse, your/their purpose and God’s ultimate plan. Then if you think you can… share it with your spouse. 
All teachings and notes and other resourses are available at www.sgtmarriages.com
 





