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A Study of 1 Corinthians 13

Rooms still available for the Married Couples Weekend

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 

Love Is Not Proud
Pride makes people feel independent and self-sufficient.  In other words, no need to depend on God or anyone else for help. A prideful spirit shuts the door to true vision and intimacy in a marriage.
So what are you thinking? 
Think of a time when pride got in the way, hindered  hearing God’s for you and  your marriage.

____________________________________________________________________________

Part of the challenge with any relationship is the sprit of fear, pride and protection that surrounds an individual that has been hurt or is just afraid. When pride is harnessed by a spirit of brokenness the first step to healing begins.
Luke 18:9ff     What does biblical Pride look like?
The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector 
﻿9﻿ To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: ﻿10﻿ “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. ﻿11﻿ The Pharisee stood up and prayed about ﻿﻿ himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. ﻿12﻿ I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 

﻿13﻿ “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 

﻿14﻿ “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

Pride / Brokenness  It’s about the vision.
Pride stops a vision from forming

Brokenness allows hope to “see” a vision

Pride
﻿11﻿ The Pharisee stood up and prayed about ﻿﻿ himself: 
Pride makes a person self-centered, wrapped up in thoughts of her own comfort, own well-being, own opinions, and own points of view - often dismissing or excluding others in the process.  Not a setting for a communicative, healthy, growing marriage there. 

vs 11cont. ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. ﻿12﻿ I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get…
>Pride will shut down the ability to hear anything about healing.

>Pride makes people self-righteous and critical of others.  

>The “spiritual gift”of pride is fault-finding. 

For the Wife: pride breeds a disrespectful spirit
A wife who is constantly critical of her husband will tear him down, wear him down, and make him either depressed, angry, or both! “﻿The proud and arrogant man—“Mocker” is his name; 

he behaves with overweening pride.”(Proverbs 21:24)
For the Husband:  pride breeds an unloving spirit
The writer of Proverbs says that it is “better to live on a corner of the roof than share a house with a quarrelsome wife.” (Proverbs 21:9; 25:24). 
John 15:12ff   The Key is the humility it takes to lay down your “life”
﻿ My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. ﻿13﻿ Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.


>Your spouse should be your friend

>This is agape/relational love that sets you apart from the emotional love of a moment or an event> even the wedding “event”

>Agape love is a 100% giving love> Pride is a 100% receiving love




Key> pride “gives” to get. A kissing cousin to pride is boasting and flattery.

Prov 11:2  Pride is not alone
When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom. 

>Communication is distorted: Pride makes a person self-centered, wrapped up in thoughts of her own comfort, own well-being, own opinions, and own points of view - often dismissing or excluding others  in the process.  Not a atmosphere for a communicative, healthy, growing marriage.

Col 3:12-14   We choose pride or compassion

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. ﻿13﻿ Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. ﻿14﻿ And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

> God will release compassion into your heart>marriage to give you the tools to remove pride.  BUT you have to pick up the tool.

> Forgiveness is the first step to letting the pride and “rights” walls down.

> Agape love is your GPS to direct you through the hurts, the fears, and purpose God has for you.

KEY: If your marriage is without vision, examine pride as a barrier. The pride can be a wall to protect or a wall of fear, but it will be there.  

Love Dare  Breaking the Pride

This week we are going to break the spirit of pride.  Ask God to open the door to “wash the feet” of your spouse.  Their can be literally or by hearing their heart and serving them in their cleansing.  Wait on the Lord for direction.
 


 





