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Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. ﻿6﻿ Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. ﻿7﻿ It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

﻿8﻿ Love never fails

Love Keeps No Records of Wrongs
In any relationship, keeping records of wrongs builds a wall not a bridge. The energy used to maintain a list of wrongs drains any vision from the relationship. Instead of growing in intimacy, we grow in injury and hurt. Trust fails and winning becomes our goal.

So what are you thinking?
When was the last time you found yourself consciously or sub-consciously keeping records of wrongs? Talk with each other about how that turned out and what you learned as a couple.
Phil 2:1-4  The Foundation “record keeping” challenge
If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, ﻿2﻿ then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. ﻿3﻿ Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. ﻿4﻿ Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 


> Record keeping helps protect us from getting hurt



We feel helpless



We do not want to fail



We are keep records as our only way to “change” the situation.

> When we are humble before the Lord we realize the grace He has extended to us over and over again. How can we not extend that to our covenant partner?

> Paul links “united in Christ” with “by being like-minded” as a choice that we are able to make out of our relationship with Him.

> When Love meets “record keeping”, your heart opens to the heart of your spouse.

> KEY here is that all of this is the result of being united with Christ. Any efforts without Christ are just efforts based on our needs.


Some of our needs that cause us to keep records:



> Control  vs empowered freedom
1 Cor 6:12   ﻿12﻿ “Everything is permissible for me”—but not everything is beneficial. “Everything is permissible for me”—but I will not be mastered by anything.

> Not understanding the gifting(s) of our spouse vs empowered support
1 Cor 12:27  ﻿ Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 

> Fear vs empowered peace
John 14:27 ﻿ Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

> Dis-trust vs empowered trust
Prov 3:5 ﻿ Trust in the LORD with all your heart 
and lean not on your own understanding; 6﻿ in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. ﻿7﻿ Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil. 8﻿ This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones. 

> Hurts in you relational history vs empowered forgiveness
John 21:17 ﻿17﻿ The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” 

Gal 5:13  Freedom from Record Keeping
You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. ﻿14﻿ The entire law is summed up in a single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” ﻿15﻿ If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.


> This is bigger than just getting along with our neighbor


> Knowing who you are in Christ turns record keeping into relational covenant

> Keeping records is like standing on a melting iceberg, until you are there alone
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Love Dare
Isolate one area of “record keeping” in your marriage, and look on today as a fresh opportunity to pray about it. Ask the Lord to reveal anything in your own heart that is threatening oneness with your spouse in this area. PRAY that He would do the same for them.  If appropriate, take a moment and “confess” your record keeping to your spouse ( don’t be surprised if they already know) discuss and seek the Lord for a new freedom in this area.






