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 THIS WEEK LET’S SHARE A TESTIMONY!
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. ﻿6﻿ Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. ﻿7﻿ It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

﻿8﻿ Love never fails
Before we wrap up these lessons we need to know what failing in a relationship feels or looks like:   As a class we want to answer the question:


What does failure in any relationship mean?




>______________________________




>______________________________




> ______________________________




> ______________________________

Biblical failing is being double minded DOUBLE MINDED
James 1:2ff  We Get Through Focused on Love

Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, ﻿3﻿ because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. ﻿4﻿ Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. ﻿5﻿ If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. ﻿6﻿ But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. ﻿7﻿ That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; ﻿8﻿ he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.



Double minded consequences:




Key word: anything




>Once Love is shut-off and rejected, everything else follows.

>Without the agape love of Christ alive in you, even simple biblical principles get twisted and even perverted.

>Love becomes self defined and the witness of Christ IS NOT IN US.


We become doers of good works


We become religious and legalistic


We are held together by OUR RULES and not the love of Christ

We re-write the bible so that 1 Corinthians 13 becomes relative to our needs and values not HIS.

James 4:7ff  There is No Second Option
Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. ﻿8﻿ Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. ﻿9﻿ Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. ﻿10﻿ Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.

>Failure is related to not carrying out an expectation


Spoken: verbally/written agreement



Unspoken: situational/traditional agreement


> Agape failure here is more than an action, it is an IDENTITY.



Paul’s focus is the superior nature of Agape love over even the spiritual gifts.



Even the gifts will “end” but love continues into eternity.



Key here is the source of love is God, and is”funneled” full through us.
2 Corinthians 4:6  We are just “love containers”
But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 

>God does not expect us to agape love in our own strength. He calls us to “tap in” to His.
> He is faithful to redesign the package to better contain His love.

NOW WHAT?

1. Get centered in Christ

The Potters Wheel experience

Being a disciple of the Agape one


Read the Word 


Apply the Word


Partner with the Holy Spirit and live out the transformed life.

2. Be ready for change

Never assume that the flesh is right because it’s been around.

Always be ready for a word in season.
Now it is your turn:


What is He doing in you though His Word that does not return void?

We will see you after the first of the year.


Possible title for the class………”Get into the Game of Marriage!”
