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The Key to Serving One Another
1. Brokenness

Matt 5:3

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

· Serving has a goal to experience Kingdom promises
· Serving requires us to be ready for “Thy Kingdom to come” right into our marriages and homes.

· Serving allows our self to become selfless. Our spirit becomes poor in and of itself. We grow in a new freedom from ourselves and into a Servant of Christ.

The Steps of Brokenness

Psalm 51 
                             When the prophet   Nathan came to David after he had committed adultery. 
Have mercy on me, O God, 
according to your unfailing love; 

according to your great compassion 

blot out my transgressions. 

2 Wash away all my iniquity 

and cleanse me from my sin.  

· Brokenness starts with the reality of our disobedience as we see our life in light of Scriptures.  This is always revealed to us by the Holy Spirit that is within us. (i.e. Col 3:1-10)
· Brokenness is the reality that we have not only sinned against God but have done it willingly, ignoring the Holy Spirit.

3 For I know my transgressions, 

and my sin is always before me. 

4 Against you, you only, have I sinned 

and done what is evil in your sight, 

so that you are proved right when you speak 

and justified when you judge. 

5 Surely I was sinful at birth, 

sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 

6 Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; 

you teach me wisdom 

in the inmost place. 
· We need to be aware of our daily need for the Lords touch upon our lives. Unconfessed sin will always be in our lives.
· Spiritually this lack of brokenness creates a link into many areas of our marriage, not just the obvious one.
· Sinning against God is so much bigger than sinning against our spouse.  Key> Our separation from God creates a separation with our spouse, even if it does not look or feel like it. In the spiritual realm the separation becomes an entry point for the enemy and “self preservation” thus real serving ends.
· We need to see our sin bigger that a mistake or a “bump” in our spiritual life. Our sin and pride (unconfessed sin) opens up the door for even more spiritual attacks and an “anti-serving” attitude.

7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 

wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 

8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 

9 Hide your face from my sins 

and blot out all my iniquity.  

· In the OT ‘hyssop’ was used in the Passover rites (Ex. 12:22) for the purification of lepers (Lv. 14:4, 6), for plague (Lv. 14:49-52). Hyssop was not a spiritual aspirin. This was seen as “Chemo” for the soul. I.e. Brokenness reveals the sin and the understanding of what it will take to cleanse us.

· Our brokenness in our marriage is the beginning of being restored with a hope to serve in obedience. We realize that even with the forgiveness of our spouse (when it applies) the real healing is knowing that our heart has been forgiven by God.

10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

11 Do not cast me from your presence 

or take your Holy Spirit from me. 

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.
· James 4:8-10 > Draw near to God> He will draw near to you.          Humble yourselves in Him > He will lift you up.

· Creating will be as a servant of Christ. As a servant we will fulfill our marriage covenant etc. Brokenness is a shattering of my self will.
· Restoration from brokenness is so deep that we need to have the Lords cleansing to have even a willing spirit. The change releases us into a new obedience to Him and His Word. The fruit of realizing our salvation sets me free to serve.               (i.e. Gal 2:20)
13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

and sinners will turn back to you. 

14 Save me from bloodguilt, O God, 

the God who saves me, 

and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 

15 O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth will declare your praise. 

16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; 

you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 

17 The sacrifices of God are a 

broken spirit; 

a broken and contrite heart, 

O God, you will not despise.  

· My heart to serve is now released to be directed by the Lord to teach, to sing, and to declare praise…
· A broken servant> is very aware of the masters perfect will. He is aware of his weakness. He is aware of the master’s grace.

· In a marriage there is a new vision of our spouse, our marriage and our family. Brokenness (broken and contrite) is about the isolation walls being torn down.  This is not an act of good works but of Holy Spirit conviction and the obedience that follows.

18 In your good pleasure make Zion prosper; 

build up the walls of Jerusalem. 

19 Then there will be righteous sacrifices, 

whole burnt offerings to delight you; 

then bulls will be offered on your altar. 
· The Nehemiah walls > Gate by Gate and Wall by Wall
· The greater the brokenness the better the rebuilt walls. 
· The safety is not there for the servant heart of God to be released.
