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LOVE
1. 1 Corinthians 13: 1-8
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

8 Love never fails.
Key> this is about both specific action and a pervasive attitude that we live our life by in our marriages and families.  

· Love is patient, Biblical patience is a God-exercised, or God-given, restraint in face of opposition or oppression. It is not passivity. The initiative lies with God’s love, or the Christian’s love. 
· love is kind.  Excellence in another as a motivation ( without judgment)
Col 3:12

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  
· It does not envy  To strive after something-someone else
Galatians 3:1

You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched {form of envy}you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified.
· Bringing conflict with another
· Living a life filled and motivated by envy
· Giving of our heart to “another” person or value beyond our spouse/family/calling by God.
·  it does not boast,  To set ones self as better than others
· Brings insecurity into the relationship as it usually requires us to identify a weakness in others.
· it is not proud. Gives the sense of blocking others out. Being walled in
· Requires a separation from others. The prideful spirit anywhere ( i.e. job, sports, cooking, kids) in our life will create walls in our marriage and family so as to protect the flow of pride to us.    
· It is not rude  Not hearing anyone but your self
· We become so self focused that we do not even know that there is another “life” around us.
· Everything we see is about feeding us and our need to be seen and heard. {i.e. interrupting}
· it is not self-seeking, Preserving and promoting ones self
· Birthed from insecurity>resulting in controlling everything to bring a sense of being secure.
· it is not easily angered,  Control
· When anger is constant or revolves around a specific area.
· Anger can collect unforgiveness, bitterness, and insecurity.
· it keeps no record of wrongs.  This is really about unforgiveness and control
· Our security in no longer in the Lord directing us, but in us keeping track of the “sin” of the other. 
· Compromise VS resolving a conflict requires keeping of lists.
·  Love does not delight in evil  Specifically how it gives you a power over the other person. Rebellion. The “get-even” thinking of this world and the rationalization by us a Christians.
· Abuse in enjoying the suffering of the other because “they deserve it”.
· rejoices with the truth. Celebration of the everydayness of our spouse and our children. 
· “What-so-ever-is…” attitude of thinking.  
· Not a “whatever” way of thinking.
· It always protects, Safety in the times we are exposed emotionally, physically, mentally and spiritually.  
· How safe do you feel in your marriage> in part and in the whole?
· always trusts,   Key factor in allowing you to grow by taking steps and not worrying about the consequences.
· always hopes,  A point of focus to go through the stressful times.
· We need to connect with the “God of all Hope”  
· always perseveres.  Hope in action.
·  Love never fails.  This is about new birth everyday.
·  New start> you blow it but God always is ready to supply more. 
· Just don’t shut off the flow from Him who is the specific aspect and character of love that you need for every situation.
