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Giving Each Other Room To Grow



One of the greatest gifts we can give each other is the freedom to grow through the seasons of our marriage. Freedom in Christ is reflected in the freedom others experience as they view your marriage.
So what are you thinking? 
I what specific way have you felt freedom to grow in your marriage relationship?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Gen 2:18   Growth From God’s Vision
But for Adam  no suitable helper was found. ﻿21﻿ So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs  and closed up the place with flesh. ﻿22﻿ Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib ﻿ he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 23﻿ The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman, ﻿﻿’ for she was taken out of man.” 24﻿ For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 

>The reason> because we are bone of bone and flesh of flesh so we can need and be needed.

>This is not about my rights to “have a life” this is about what is right in the heart of God for a fulfilled life in His calling.
>Our growth is related directly to our intended design.


>We have been created to have relationship with God.(salvation/prayer/praise)


>To raise a Godly generation


>To live as Salt and Light in this world

>To be a vessel of service; “The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’ 
     Matt 25:31-46.

>We are different, yet we are united as one in Christ.  That is the starting point for growth.

Romans 12:6ff  Growth from Gifting
﻿6﻿ We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his  faith. ﻿7﻿ If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; ﻿8﻿ if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 


>Each one of us married or not has been designed by God with special gifting.


>The marriage/family is the place that God designed for us to grow in these gifts.


> God has gifted us for His purpose, not to “find ourselves” of “do our own thing”. 

> In marriage we need to discover each others areas of design and embrace both the parts we know about and those that we are discovering in each new season in our marriage.

>The key is the discovery time. This may involve classes, experiences, and a lot of trial and error.  
> By embracing our individual design together, then we discover our gifts in the context of the marriage. If not then we may get the feeling that our marriage is in the way of our personal growth. 

> Freedom to discover is key. Communication is the avenue that makes it work.



Time will work against you


Schedules will word against you



Past failure or success can work against you.

GROW

G
Grace: It takes time and love to allow your spouse to grow in the gifting that the Lord has for them.  It takes grace to let them flounder through difficult times. Every season in our lives has a new direction. Sometimes we are not prepared. Death, sickness, success, lost and realized dreams.

R
Remember:  The scriptures remind us to remember. Too often we just want to get though and get on with the next thing. Growth takes time if it is to bear real fruit.  Reflect on the testimony of God’s faithfulness over the years and learn to wait on the Lord for His blessing.

O
Obedient Living: No matter how we grow it always has to be in obedience to God’s word and His love.  Living in obedience releases us to grow in His vision and purpose for our lives as individuals and as a couple.
W
Wait: Patience is key as we wait for the Lord to reveal Himself in our lives as individuals and as a couple. Building each others self-esteem as reflected in Christ will cause our plan to have to be put on the side. 
KEY: Growth comes over a long period of time and in quick spurts.  As a team you can either grow together or go off on your own. When we grow in a marriage, God will always work in unity while the devil will always work through division.

Love Dare day ?
From: The Love Dare  by Stephen Kendrick & Alex Kendrick

Love is Supportive > 

Talk as a couple. Share an area you wish to grow in. Then talk about how you can support each other.
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