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Two Kinds of Wisdom part 2

Decisions that are mad in marriage do not have to be a mystery. As Christians we can pray for the Lord to give us wisdom to follow the path He has for us as a couple in our marriage.

James 3:13ff

13﻿ Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. ﻿14﻿ But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. ﻿15﻿ Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. ﻿16﻿ For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. 17﻿ But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. ﻿18﻿ Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness. 
Heavenly Wisdom in Marriage  James 3:17ff

17﻿ But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. ﻿18﻿ Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness. 


Wisdom in Marriage expresses itself in a process:
Purity sets the foundation for a desire for peace {no wrong motives}then considerate {no selfish gain}that births a servant heart {submission} that releases a heart of mercy extending the fruit of the spirit and gives a vision for the person or the situation that is bigger than your safety or security.


What does Wisdom from above look like in a marriage according to James?
James. In James wisdom is a morally upright walk (cf. 3:13, 17-18). This wisdom does not lead to strife and disorder but to peace. In this regard, it stands in antithesis to the wisdom sought or taught by opponents. It is not speculative but manifests itself in practical moral results.


Proverbs contains the heart of wisdom:

	Prov 4:5
	 
	 
	Get wisdom, get understanding; do not forget my words or swerve from them. 

	Prov 4:6
	 
	 
	Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protect you; love her, and she will watch over you. 

	Prov 4:7
	 
	 
	Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom. Though it cost all you have, a get understanding. 

	Prov 4:11
	 
	 
	I guide you in the way of wisdom and lead you along straight paths. 

	
	
	
	


PURE/PURITY:
Both husband/wife need to trust the motives of each other.

Children desperately want a covering that protects them from the impure things that exist around them.  

God always works in purity of His desire and purpose. The enemy always works through impure thoughts/motives/ and desires.



PEACE LOVING:




>What is our motive in the decisions we are making? Psalm 15 challenges




us to have clean hands and a pure heart.

>Decisions made in a home must produce peace. We still may have to learn how o take this next step, but it is done with a motive to grow together.
>Peace comes from wrestling the Word of God to know His  direction over yours as a couple.
>This gives you the sense that your efforts in your decisions are fully to be an avenue for peace as God would have it.
CONSIDERATE:




>No selfish motive in this. The focus is to understand the needs of others.

>Consideration is divine kindness that allows for repentance. It is a dynamic that releases God’s grace as part of the choice/decision that is made.

>The choices made contain a Godly restraint that allows healing and learning of a new way f living our life for Him. UNITY is the fruit.



SUBMISSIVE




> For God’s vision for your marriage




> A bond servant attitude continues to direct you as individuals and as a 




couple.




> Phil 2:1> Christ’s life for us to follow:
If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, ﻿2﻿ then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. ﻿3﻿ Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. ﻿4﻿ Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 

> A decision from above in a marriage has within it a servant connection to the Lord. This is not about our needs and wants> it is about the Lord’s direction at this point in our lives that results in serving.
>A servant’s heart should find peace in the setting.



MERCY AND GOOD FRUIT




>This establishes the motive and depth of the decision.





You are extending grace and not destruction

You are opening a door of healing to those around you for the Kingdom. 
This is not about you or your needs> it is about an outward motive.
>Fruit is eaten by others. What is the nature of the direction that becomes a blessing to others that are hurting, or in need?
> Will others who interact with your direction sense healing or hurt?



IMPARTIAL/SINCERE




>Without judgment> Luke 6:37

﻿37﻿“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. ﻿38﻿ Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 

.

> Free from prejudice and hypocrisy >>>so that the blessings of the Lord can  flow freely into your heart and life through the door of wisdom.

> This produces a spirit of unity and a bond of peace for your marriage. Once the bondage of self is broken every thing that is done through your marriage has a possibility of touching the life of others for the Kingdom.

> Unlike the world, our actions allow the Holy Spirit to move freely through the wisdom in responding to God’s direction.



PEACE MAKERS PLANTING PEACE

>Our individual and married lives are based on the character of Christ who is the Prince of Peace.

>We are called to see our choices as more than an independent action, but a call to extend the heart of God in peace.

> Proverbs declares the big and small picture of wisdom> all to produce the peace of the Lord TO ALL around us. Impartial to our needs as well.

Key: The wisdom of heaven that flow through your marriage is the result of two transformed lives and the work of the Holy Spirit as you are joined in Covenant. The result is a “marriage life” that grows in wisdom and truth. Your marriage impacts you, your family…especially your kids, and those you touch.

Wisdom may seem slow in coming….but once it arrives it stays.



In your communication.



In your finances.



In your respect and love for each other.



In your heart of service.

NEXT WEEK

CHANGE CHANGE CHANGE CHANGE !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!


A look into the future:



Gary Thomas’,  Sacred Marriage captures the real meaning of a marriage.



In the fall we will begin training for a marriage home group study based on the 



book.

A showing of the first lesson and study guide will be shown next week (instead of the Truth Project)  You will be the first to see it and give feed back. Bring a friend too!
So come hungry for a being part of a new area of study here at SGT.
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