Spiritual Warfare for Your Marriage
Pastor Ted Bichsel
Part 1
At An Opportune Time:
Luke 4:13

12 Jesus answered, “It says: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time. 


Satan will focus on your weaknesses and>


The Lord is familiar with all your ways Psalm 139


Where is the “door way” for the scheme of the enemy to connect into your life and into your marriage and family? 
Ephesians 6:10ff

The Armor of God 
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.  12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 


The devils thinking and planning for our destruction:
1. Your anger

2. Your emotional life

3. Your moral life

4. Your weakness’s are on his agenda.

5. Your un-confessed sin is his target!

The devil will try and upset your Marriage, Family, and Church
The Holy Spirit cares for us through these relational areas in our life.

When you battle you for yourself you battle for other marriages and families as well.

Basics

1. Salvation

Acts 19:11ff

11 God did extraordinary miracles through Paul,  12 so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them. 

13 Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who were demon-possessed. They would say, “In the name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches, I command you to come out.”  14 Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this.  15 One day the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and I know about Paul, but who are you?”  16 Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave them such a beating that they ran out of the house naked and bleeding.

· You can’t just use the name of Jesus

· You have to unite together in your walk with the Lord.

· God is not a God of formula or ceremony.

· Salvation registered you into Holy Sprit BOOT CAMP 
2. God’s Word ( scripture )

Psalm 119:105

105 Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light for my path. 

106 I have taken an oath and confirmed it, 

that I will follow your righteous laws. 

107 I have suffered much; 

preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word.

· You can not fight the battle unless you have His Word in your heart so that you will not be tempted by the lies of the enemy. Jesus’ temptation was all through a twisting of truth. He answered with truth.

· The schemes of the enemy are identified by the light of God’s word. When your mind is renewed by it and it is hidden in your heart you are more attentive to the plans and the character of the enemy.


Part 2
3. Your purpose

James 4:1ff

What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you?  2 You want something but don’t get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God.  3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 
4 You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.  5 Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely?  6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: 

“God opposes the proud 

but gives grace to the humble.” 

7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

· Battles that are within you:
Unforgiveness

Lust

Temptations

Hatred

Pleasures
Unfaithfulness

· Fruit of the flesh  Galatians 6: 19ff

      19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery;  20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions  21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

· God opposes the proud / humility > His grace equips us for battle.
Unlike the world we fight in the power of humility and brokenness.

We fight “not by power, not by might, but by My spirit says the Lord” Zech 4:6  

Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord and He will lift you up!

James 4:10
· 2 Tim 2:3ff
3 Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  4“No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs—he wants to please his commanding officer”
· You can not live in the values of this world  and then want to step into spiritual warfare.   Unless you can abandon the values of the world you will not know the enemy you have to fight.  SUBMIT TO GOD AND RESIST AND THE DEVIL WILL FLEE.
Resist:

  To order, to delegate, to separate from.

   How can we separate from something that we are having fellowship with? 
· Anger

· Unforgiveness

· Gossip

· “fruit of the flesh” in Galatians.

4. God’s Preparation:

Psalm 139:19ff
19 If only you would slay the wicked, O God! 

Away from me, you bloodthirsty men! 

20 They speak of you with evil intent; 

your adversaries misuse your name. 

21 Do I not hate those who hate you, O LORD, 

and abhor those who rise up against you? 

22 I have nothing but hatred for them; 

I count them my enemies.  

23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; 

test me and know my anxious thoughts. 

24 See if there is any offensive way in me, 

and lead me in the way everlasting. 

· Boot Camp training

· Learning to die to self

· Getting ready to receive the tools and the weapons!
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